Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses
a project of Greylock Arts, MCLA Gallery 51, and Turbulence

Greylock Arts

Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses is a collaboration of Greylock Arts,
MCLA Gallery 51, and Turbulence, made possible through the generous support of New Radio
and Performing Arts, Inc. with funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts,
the LEF Foundation, and the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
Adams and North Adams, once a single settlement in Western Massachusetts with
communities in north and south Adams, split in 1878. Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting
the Adamses seeks to artistically re-connect the Town of Adams and the City of North Adams
through the Internet.
Projects of Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses include:
June 2008
July 2008
July 2008
			
Oct.. 2008
			
Dec.. 2008
Dec. 2008
			
Dec. 2008

Arduino Workshop with Tom Igoe
Illuminated Art Workshop at Mass MoCA’s Kidspace
Lumens, an interactive light installation by Matthew Belanger, Sean Riley
and Ven Voisey
Touching Gravity 2/Tilt by LiquidBody MediaDance and World Music of Nana
produced by Topia Arts Center
Domain of Mount Greylock — Video Portal by David Lachman
Recollecting the Adamses - A Collective Storytelling Project
- Marianne R. Petit
New Adams.es launch

Greylock Arts

Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses is a unique collaboration between three
organizations: Greylock Arts, MCLA Gallery 51, and New Radio and Performing Arts, Inc. (NRPA).
Founded in July 2007, Greylock Arts’ (http://greylockarts.net/) mission is to support interactive and new media arts. Located at the foot of Mount Greylock in Adams, Massachusetts,
Greylock Arts presents exhibitions and talks (with plans to present performances, screenings,
and workshops); fosters community involvement and develops educational programs to facilitate a deeper public appreciation for emerging art practice. Recent exhibitions include interactive audio and light sculpture, immersive environments, and alternative energy powered art.
Greylock Arts routinely hosts school groups; all of its events are free and open to the public.
MCLA Gallery 51 (http://www.mcla.mass.edu/Gallery51/) on Main Street in North Adams is
the result of a unique collaboration between area business and community leaders, the City of
North Adams and the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. Located at 51 Main Street, Gallery 51 is operated by MCLA and features the works of international, national and local artists,
including MCLA faculty and students. MCLA Gallery 51 is one among many initiatives related
to the College’s expansions in the arts, which include expanded arts course offerings, remodeled art lab space, and arts and arts business internships. Since its opening on July 28, 2005,
MCLA Gallery 51 has shown the work of 152 artists in 19 exhibitions. Nearly 7,000 visitors have
visited the Gallery for exhibitions, musical events, lectures, workshops, and more. The Gallery
integrates MCLA students and faculty with the local artist community and the downtown, putting on nearly one exhibit per month year-round. Its opening receptions, which generally fall
on the last Thursday of each month, typically attract an average of 120 people.
New Radio and Performing Arts, Inc. (NRPA) (http://new-radio.org) was founded in New York
City in 1981 to foster the development of new and experimental work for radio and sound
arts. In 1996, it extended its mandate to networked art and launched its pioneering web site,
TURBULENCE.ORG. Now celebrating 26 years of service to artists, NRPA has a distinguished
history in two experimental fields, radio art and net art; it has commissioned ($1,000,000 +),
distributed and archived hundreds of works, thereby supporting and advancing many artists’
careers, and establishing itself as a vital resource for arts and educational institutions, and the
general public. It is the only organization in the United States that has as its core mission the
commissioning of networked art by both emerging and established artists. Turbulence works
have been included in the Whitney Museum of American Art's Biennial ('00, '02, '04), and its Bit
Streams and Data Dynamics exhibitions; Total Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea; C-Theory,
Cornell University; Ars Electronica, Austria; and the Sundance Film Festival, among many others. In March 2002, NRPA opened an office in Boston to extend the geographic reach of its existing programs, explore new ones, and continue to build its audience for experimental sound.
To-date, it has collaborated with Art Interactive, the Museum of Science, Emerson College, the
Judi Rotenberg Gallery, Massachusetts College of Art, and the Boston Cyberarts Festival.

June 2008
Arduino Workshop with Tom Igoe
Location:
Greylock Arts, 93 Summer Street Adams, MA
Tom Igoe is area head for physical computing classes
at New York University’s Tisch School of The Arts
Interactive Telecommunications Program. Igoe is also
a coveted technology consultant and guest speaker
at technology conferences around the world.
Igoe’s recently published book, “Making Things Talk”,
is a do-it-yourself guide to networking ordinary
household items.
Arduino is an open-source electronics prototyping
platform based on flexible, easy-to-use hardware and
software. It’s intended for artists, designers, hobbyists,
and anyone interested in creating interactive objects
or environments. In this workshop Igoe demonstrated
the basic techniques and concepts needed to get
started with an Arduino.
Workshop Cost: Free.

Kidspace at MASS MoCA
presents:

ILLUMINATED ART
With Greylock Arts
Tuesday, July 8, 2008
10:00-11:30am
Children 5+ and their caregivers
$5 per person
Create your own illuminated artwork (i.e. flower, rocket) using specially
designed technology kits that each contains an LED, battery,
conductive thread and battery holder.
This program is held in collaboration with Greylock Arts, an interactive new media arts gallery in Adams, MA, in
preparation of Kidspace’s fall technology based exhibition “Illuminating Text: Adam Chapman” and as part of
“Networked Realitites; (Re) Connecting the Adamses”.
Donation of kits provided by Turbulance, MAKE Magazine, Greylock Arts and MCLA Gallery 51.

Pre-registration is required. To register or for more information call Kidspace at 413-664-4481
ext. 8131or email at kidspace@massmoca.org
Summer Hours: Starting June 28, the gallery will be open everyday through Labor Day
from 12-4pm, featuring Interpretations: Devorah Sperber.

Kidspace is a collaborative project of the Sterling & Francine Clark Art Institute, Williams College Museum of Art, and MASS MoCA. Major support for Kidspace is provided by
the William Randolph Hearst Foundation; the National Endowment for the Arts; the Nimoy Foundation; the Brownrigg Charitable Trust and Alice Shaver Foundation in memory
of Lynn Laitman; and the James and Robert Hardman Fund for North Adams, a fund of the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation.

July 2008
Illuminated Art Workshop Mass MoCA’s Kidspace
Instructed by Marianne R. Petit , Abbi Hermosa,
Erin Dougherty and Josephine Edmundson

July 2008
Illuminated Art Workshop Mass MoCA’s Kidspace (cont.)
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A project of Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses.
A collaboration of Greylock Arts, MCLA Gallery 51, and Turbulence.
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Through the use of proximity sensors and microcontrollers an individual's presence ripples throughout the
network; illuminating the lights around them as well as
those in the counterpart space. The viewers presence
can be felt in both locations as well as in a virtual
gallery, turbulence.org/works/newadams/lumens.

lumens locations

adams

we

Scores of lamps, which usually inhabit and illuminate
the interiors of homes, attics, private spaces, and
shops alike, have been borrowed from residents
throughout Adams & North Adams, MA. They have
been installed into two storefronts; one in Adams, the
other in North Adams.
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north adams

"Lumens" re-connects these two communities interactively through an exploration of location, influence,
history, and the present, and is part of a series of
works entitled "Networked Realities: (re)connecting
the Adamses"

“Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses” is
a collaboration of MCLA Gallery 51, Greylock Arts and
Turbulence. For more information, including additional
artist commissions, free microcontroller workshops at
Greylock Arts, children’s workshops in illuminated art at
Mass MoCA’s Kidspace, lectures by participating artists
and local historical societies, and more, please visit
http://www.turbulence.org/networkedrealities.

To learn more about this project, see the reverse side
of card.

This project has been made possible through the generous support of Turbulence with funding from the Andy
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, the LEF Foundation, and the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

For Immediate Release
LUMENS
Greylock Arts, MCLA Gallery51, and Turbulence are pleased to announce Lumens, an interactive light
installation by Matthew Belanger, Sean Riley and Ven Voisey.
Lumens re-connects North Adams and Adams -- originally a single community -- through an exploration
of location, influence, history, and the present.
A project of “Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses,” Lumens is an installation of lamps
networked across three spaces: Greylock Arts, MCLA Gallery 51 Annex, and Turbulence.org. Scores of
personal lamps that usually inhabit and illuminate the interiors of homes and shops have been borrowed,
from the residents of Adams and North Adams, Massachusetts, filling two gallery spaces: Greylock Arts
in Adams and MCLA Gallery 51 Annex in North Adams. In addition to the lamps, the personal stories and
histories that accompany the lamps have also been collected. These are represented in a virtual gallery
on turbulence.org, which also serves to connect the two locations telematically.
As artist Matthew Belanger describes, “as an individual wanders through the gallery space, clusters of
lamps illuminate in response to their presence and simultaneously illuminate lamps in the counterpart
spaces. It’s in this way that an individual in Adams can communicate his/her presence to an individual in
North Adams, and vice versa.” Additionally, as visitors investigate the history of a particular lamp online it
will also illuminate in the physical gallery space.
To date the artists have collected over one hundred lamps. But, they hope to collect even more. “Even
after the show is installed we’re going to continue to accept lamp donations and add them to the
installation and online gallery. The piece will keep expanding and growing” notes artist Sean Riley.
In examining this collective process, artist Ven Voisey observes, “Lumens allows us to examine the
metaphorical links between the two communities, investigate the personal histories that make our
communities what they are, and ultimately illuminate the effect of our actions and presence upon our
communities.”
Please join us for the opening celebration of Lumens on Thursday July 10th from 6-9 pm at all three
locations: Greylock Arts at 93 Summer Street in Adams, MCLA Gallery51 Annex at 65 Main Street in North
Adams, and online at www.turbulence.org/networkedrealities. A shuttlebus will be available to transport
people between Adams and North Adams during the opening event. Lumens will run through October
31st, 2008.
Lumens is also a part of DownStreet Art: A Celebration of Art in North Adams. DownStreet Art highlights
the abundance of art in the city of North Adams with the creation of seven new galleries and the
marketing of over twenty art destinations.
In addition to Lumens, other DownStreet Art exhibitions include: “Primary Secondary Volumes 1 & 2”,
featuring the work of twenty of the drafts people working on the Sol LeWitt retrospective at Mass MoCA;
Jarvis Rockwell’s “Maya III” a 9-foot pyramid covered in action figures with a live drawing the artist will
complete through the summer months; the member-run North Adams Co-Op Gallery exhibiting local and
regional fine arts and crafts; “The Grandfather Paradox” a narrative installation exploring the improbability
of time travel by artist Mark W. Mulherrin at 73 Main Street Annex; “Terms of Surrender” a multimedia
installation of found and archival footage, photos, and sound recordings by artist Rich Remsberg at MCLA
Gallery 51; “Reflections” a two-channel video sculpture exploring figurative abstraction and patterns by
artist David Lachman at the Papyri Gallery; and drawings by artist Eric Rudd at Art Space.
“Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses” is a collaboration of Greylock Arts, MCLA Gallery51,
and Turbulence. Lumens has been made possible through the generous support of New Radio and
Performing Arts, Inc. with funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, the LEF
Foundation, and the Massachusetts Cultural Council. For more information, please visit www.turbulence.
org/networkedrealities.
Downstreet Art is a collaboration of Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts (MCLA), the City of North
Adams, MASS MoCA, the Northern Berkshire Community Coalition, and Scarfoni Realty. For more
information, please visit www.DownStreetArt.org

LUMENS: LEND A LAMP
Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses
Lumens is a networked installation connecting Greylock Arts on
Summer Street in Adams, the MCLA Gallery51 Annex in North
Adams, and a virtual gallery on Turbulence.org. This interactive
installation by Ven Voisey, Sean Riley and Matthew Belanger will
feature scores of household lamps borrowed from the citizens of
Adams and North Adams, filling the gallery spaces.
Lumens will open July 10th and run through October 31st. Lamps
will be exhibited in the two physical galleries with their accompanying stories online.
Lamps will be needed for the duration of the exhibit and will be returned in their
original condition.
LAMP # (for internal use) _____________________________________________
Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________

Email: ___________________________

The story or history of this lamp: ________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
(Please continue on back of page)
“(Re)Connecting the Adamses,” is made possible through the generous support of Turbulence
with funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts and the LEF Foundation.

Greylock Arts, 93 Summer Street, (413) 241-8692, info@greylockarts.net

May / June / July 2008
Lumens Installation
The following pages document the Lumens installation process. 172 lamps were collected from the
communities of Adams and North Adams. Each space was outfitted with fourteen hubs and lamps were
clustered in groups of six. Hundreds of hours were spent developing custom-built electronics for each
hub, so that lamps could be controlled both individually and by cluster.

June 2008
Lumens Preview at the
Summer Street Fair
Summer Street was once a
thriving commercial district
in Adams and its annual fair
was attended by thousands
of people. In June 2008 the
Summer Street Association of
Merchants organized the first
Summer Street Fair in nearly 30
years. Over a thousand people
attended, and the Lumens artists
and interns were there to present
a preview.

June 2008
Lumens Preview at DownStreet Art

Lumens is also part of “DownStreet Art:
A Celebration of Art” in North Adams,
highlighting the abundance of art in the city of
North Adams with the creation of seven new
galleries and the marketing of over twenty art
destinations.
Other DownStreet Art exhibitions include:
“Primary Secondary Volumes 1 & 2”, featuring
the work of twenty of the drafts people
working on the Sol LeWitt retrospective at
Mass MoCA; Jarvis Rockwell’s “Maya III” a 9-foot
pyramid covered in action figures with a live
drawing the artist will complete through
the summer months; the member-run North
Adams Co-Op Gallery exhibiting local and
regional fine arts and crafts; “The Grandfather
Paradox” a narrative installation exploring
the improbability of time travel by artist
Mark W. Mulherrin at 73 Main Street Annex;
“Terms of Surrender” a multimedia installation
of found and archival footage, photos, and
sound recordings by artist Rich Remsberg
at MCLA Gallery 51; and “Reflections” a twochannel video sculpture exploring figurative
abstraction and patterns by artist David
Lachman at the Papyri Gallery.

DownStreet Art is a collaboration of Massachusetts College of
Liberal Arts (MCLA), the City of North Adams, MASS MoCA, the
Northern Berkshire Community Coalition, and Scarfoni Realty.

June 2008 - Lumens Preview at DownStreet Art Opening Event

July 2008 - Lumens Opening Event
Lumens opened in three locations simultaneously:
Greylock Arts in Adams, MCLA Gallery 51 Annex in
North Adams, and on Turbulence.org.
A shuttlebus was provided by MCLA which
had internet access and laptops, so that visitors
travelling between the two locations could visit
the Lumens gallery on Turbulence.
(turbulence.org/works/newadams/lumens)

July 2008 - Lumens Opening Event (cont.)

photos provided by Jessica Conzo,
Abbi Hermosa and Ryan Hutton/
The North Adams Transcript

July 2008 - The Lumens Website

July 2008
(Re)Connecting the Adamses, an
historical perspective
Featuring essays from local historians
Paul W. Marino and Eugene Michalenko
and a panel discussion moderated by
Greylock Arts Co-Director Matthew Belanger
Wednesday, July 23rd 2008, 6:00 pm
at the Bounti Fare Restaurant,
200 Howland Avenue Adams, MA

A Town Divided
by Eugene Michalenko
The seeds of division were planted in the history of Mother Adams when the town was
carved out of the wilderness. When colonial land developers surveyed a rectangle five miles
wide and seven miles long, they created two halves of a town that were only briefly joined at
the center. The northern half and the southern half had different characteristics and grew in
different directions; like two sons in the same family that shared nothing in common other
than a last name.
Northern Adams has a different topography than southern Adams which has semi-flat
upland fields suitable for farming. Northern Adams had hills suitable for lumber harvesting.
Northern Adams had hills and fast rivers and aggressive industrialists who turned them into
money. There were more factories in northern Adams than southern Adams and more people.
Cotton printing, shoe manufacturing and the railroad made more people richer in northern
Adams than in southern Adams.
The pressure of wealth and growth made the Mother Adams the largest town in
Massachusetts and forced the electorate to consider becoming a city or dividing into two
towns. Both ideas were proposed. If the city plan was enacted, some southern Adams people felt that their village
would become a political satellite to northern Adams. Candidates from the south feared that they would never
get enough votes and all the good positions in town government would be held by people from the north. South
village people pushed for division and north village people didn’t resist their efforts. The process was concluded
by an act of the State Legislature that was passed on April 19, 1878, six months short of the 100th Anniversary of
the incorporation of the Mother Adams in October 15, 1778. The agreement was that southern Adams kept the
name of the Mother Town and the northern half was re-named North Adams and kept all the municipal records.
The division of the two towns created a unique municipal boundary shape—a parallelogram, a rectangle, on
the map of the squiggly-bordered towns of Massachusetts. Adams, the southern Adams, is the only town in
Massachusetts whose four boundaries still meet at right angles. The east and west borders follow a line that runs
along the peaks of the valley walls. In the center of the western wall is the summit of the Mt. Greylock massif, the
highest peak in the state. At sunset it casts a shadow over the five mile distance to the eastern valley wall.
The man who spearheaded the campaign to divide was Isaac Collins, a shoemaker who became wealthy in
real estate. He built the Second Empire-style Collins Block on Center
Street that once housed all four banks operating in South Adams. It
was demolished in the Urban Renewal of 1967. He was a Democrat in
an ocean of Republican power. Mr. Collins audaciously requested the
Annual Town Meeting several times to compensate him for expenses
he occurred while lobbying for the division of the towns. He was always
refused. The last word was his. In Maple Street Cemetery the following
sentence fragment is carved in the granite base of his tall obelisk
tombstone:
by his means and labor, succeeded in securing an independent township
to Adams, in 1878, by setting off North Adams from Adams
The campaign to divide the Mother Adams does not glimmer in the
glorious history of town government. There was rancor, allegations
and rebuttals. It’s not an event that was celebrated and is only rarely
acknowledged when someone asks the trivia question, “Did you know
that Adams and North Adams were once one town?”

Dividing a Town
by Paul W. Marino
The communities of Adams and North Adams began as a single township, called East Hoosac. English settlers
began coming here in the 1740’s, during the third French and Indian War, though the area was not surveyed until
1749. The surveyors were instructed to lay it out as a square, containing six square miles. Instead, they laid it
out as a rectangle, running seven miles from north to south, and five miles from east to west. As more and more
people moved in, they settled in a loose system of villages throughout the township, finally incorporating as a
town on October 15, 1778. The elected to name their town after the patriot and statesman, Samuel Adams.
From its earliest days, Adams had two major centers of population, one in the north, called North Adams, and
another in the south, called South Adams. Farmers settled throughout the town, but the two converging
branches of the Hoosic River attracted more industry. The town’s first two mills--a grist mill and a saw mill--were
located in the village of North Adams, and were soon joined by a nail factory, a flaxseed oil mill, a brick works, and
a variety of cottage textile concerns. As the population grew, the mills grew with it to include woolen (and later
cotton) textiles, textile machinery, leather production, wagon and saddle makers and iron smelting furnaces.
In 1851, a new industry came to North Adams in the form of the Hoosac Tunnel. Mining was already here, but
the tunnel was different. Spearheaded by the Troy & Greenfield Railroad, the tunnel project was meant to
provide affordable rail service for towns in the northern part of the state, centers of population and industry
that were being ignored or gouged by the Boston & Albany line that already ran through the southern part of
Massachusetts. In addition, the tunnel would allow these communities access to the burgeoning markets of the
west by way of the Erie Canal.
The “Big Dig” of its day, the tunnel project quickly became a quagmire of technical delays, cost overruns, foolhardy investments and vast numbers of fatalities. But it also acted as a catalyst to develop new technologies
and innovations is drilling, blasting and tunnel engineering. Even more than this, when excavation on the tunnel
began, a line was laid from Greenfield to the East Camp (the eastern portal of the tunnel) and another from
Troy to North Adams. Later, the B&A put in a north-south spur, connecting Adams to Pittsfield. These two lines
gave the Town of Adams access to the western markets throughout the twenty five years of off again, on again
excavation it took to complete the tunnel.
Once the tunnel was completed in 1875, the villages of North Adams were put at a crossroad. Nationally known
companies like Purina Feeds and Armour Meats built warehouses in its railroad yards; both the T&G and B&A built
roundhouses. Industry was booming. The Arnold Print Works was in the process of building the largest textile
mill complex in western Massachusetts (now the home of MASS MoCA); shoe companies were proliferating. By
the time North Adams incorporated as a city in 1895, it would be internationally famous as a center of shoes and
textiles.
Industry was growing in South Adams as well, in textiles and paper manufacturing. In less than ten years, it would
be home to one of the nation’s first plastics companies, American Zylonite. In 1878, just a few months shy of the
town’s centennial, its leaders got together and decided it was time for the two communities to go their separate
ways. It appears to have been an amicable decision, approved by civic leaders and citizenry alike. According to
W.F. Spear (author of a History of North Adams, in 1885) “....the two villages had been as twin sisters, sharing their
prosperity and adversity alike. But the south part was growing so rapidly that the fathers of the town and, in fact,
nearly all the inhabitants of both villages, were unanimous in the belief that the division was a very advisable
thing.”
It happened formally on April 16, 1878, the southern town retaining the original name of Adams, and the
northern one keeping its long-time moniker, North Adams.

October 2008
“Touching Gravity 2/Tilt” by Caryn Heilman

Greylock Arts is pleased to announce “Touching Gravity 2/Tilt” a Turbulence Commission by Caryn Heilman
LiquidBody MediaDance), with music by Nana Simopoulos
http://turbulence.org/works/touching_gravity
“Touching Gravity 2/Tilt“ is an interactive, aerial videodance superimposed on a composited image of two rivers
in the towns of North Adams and Adams, Massachusetts. The two New England locations are (re)connected
through a colorful, fluid, multilayered dance that incorporates the movement of the natural landscape from each
town. Users can create and save their own versions of the dance by determining the order and timing of five
different clips. Periodically, additional clips will be added so that both the dance and the user experience may
evolve.
Composer and instrumentalist Nana Simopoulos has contributed five tracks to accompany the five dance clips;
each piece is played on a single instrument representing a different continent. Together, they form a single
composition that is layered over the sounds of the two rivers, providing the listener with the ability to remix the
musical textures.
“Touching Gravity 2/Tilt” will also be part of an interactive, site-specific series at Topia Arts Center (Adams) that
looks at the idea of tilting angles of perception to reveal new possibilities.
“Touching Gravity 2/Tilt” is a 2008 commission of New Radio and Performing Arts, Inc., (aka Ether-Ore) for its
Turbulence web site. It was made possible with funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts.
Additional support was provided by Frank and Barbara Peters through the Medici Circle award at the University
of California at Irvine.

December 2008
“Domain of Mount Greylock - A Video Portal” by David Lachman

Greylock Arts is delighted to announce “Domain of Mount Greylock – Video Portal” by David Lachman.
Adams and North Adams sit at the base of Mount Greylock, the highest point in Massachusetts. It is their unifying
landmark and, according to local legend, a spiritual beacon. A drawing of the landscape is used as the organizing
structure for a series of embedded video clips. Seeded with videos by the artist, the domain is now open to
everyone (artists, citizens, kids). Submissions should be relatively short and can be video art, documentary,
animation, personal stories related to place, family histories, short film, experimental, or anything else. A united
portrait of the towns, their people, and their history will be created by many voices contributing to the domain.
“Domain of Mount Greylock – Video Portal” ia a 2008 commission of New Radio and Performing Arts, Inc., (aka
Ether-Ore) for its Turbulence web site. It were made possible with funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation for
the Visual Arts.
“Domain of Mount Greylock” is part of the bigger project “Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses”.
See the commission here:
http://turbulence.org/works/domainofmountgreylock/
Requires Flash 8.

December 2008
“Recollecting Adams - a Collective Storytelling project” by Marianne R. Petit

The people of Adams, Massachusetts are gifted storytellers. They weave their personal family stories into the
history of the town. As a result, their tales paint a rich portrait of the history of immigration, the mills, the Church,
town life, and more, across generations.
“Recollecting Adams” tells the story of this small town in the Northern Berkshires. Told through first-person
accounts, “Recollecting Adams” is a 25-part web-based animation series. It is a year-long project, beginning in
December 2008 and running through December 2009, with new episodes launching every two weeks.
In addition to the episodes, there is a companion blog located at mariannepetit.newadams.es. This blog not only
documents each episode, but, gives background information and previews for upcoming episodes.
NewAdams.es is a blogging and social networking site focused on life, business, and the arts in the town of
Adams and city of North Adams in Berkshire County Massachusetts.
“Recollecting Adams” a 2008 commission of New Radio Performing Arts (Ether-Ore) for its Turbulence web site. It
was made possible with funding from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts.
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Relay For Life

NORTH ADAMS — The city and the Mother Town have more in
common that just a name — they have a shared history. And two
local artists' organizations have teamed up to expose the ties
between the two communities.
"Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses," a
collaboration of the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts' Gallery
51 and Greylock Arts (with Turbulence.org), seeks to "artistically reconnect" the two
municipalities through a series of exhibitions, including elements that will be
featured exclusively online.
"They're doing some really cool things with Greylock Arts in Adams and we're
trying to do some pretty cool things here in North Adams so it just seems to fit
to do an exhibit like this," said Jonathan Secor, MCLA's director of special
programs. "Adams and North Adams used to be one place, so let's put them
back together at least for a couple of months."
One of the exhibits, titled "Lumens," will see hundreds of lamps set up in gallery
spaces to represent the interconnectedness of the two communities. Described
as an "interactive installation that not only explores the metaphorical links and
histories that connect these two communities, but one that also investigates the
personal histories that have made these communities what they are," "Lumens"
will concentrate on uncovering shared stories.
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both communities.
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"When visitors come in, their physical presence will turn
on the lamps and, simultaneously, a corresponding lamp
will turn on in the other location," explained Marianne
Petite, co-owner of Greylock Arts.
The two physical exhibits will be linked through cyber exhibit provided by
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Because the individual stories of the lamps will be chronicled online, whenever
someone researchs a specific lamp in the Turbulence online gallery, it will also
light up.
"It's going to be three different audiences interracting and making their presence
known to each other," said Petite.
With "Networked Realities" scheduled to begin in July, organizers are asking for
between 150 and 200 donor lamps for the "Lumens" exhibit. They will be
returned in their original conditions.
"These towns have a shared history and there's still a lot of similar issues. What
we're trying to do here is start a conversation," Petite said.
Settled in 1737, the city was once a part of Adams before separating from the
town in 1878. Both were named for Revolutionary leader Samuel Adams, cousin
of President John Adams.
"No matter what, this is going to be a cool and interactive exhibit. But for those
who dig a little deeper, they'll find the history," said Secor.
"(Re)Connecting the Adamses" is being made possible
through the support of Turbulence with funding from the
Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts and the LEF
Foundation.
Lamps can be dropped off in the city at Gallery 51, 51
Main St., Monday through Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.
In Adams, bring your lamp to Greylock Arts at 93 Summer St. Monday through
Sunday. Donors should call 413-241-8692 prior to delivery.
As part of "Networked Realities," Turbulence is offering commissions to artists
living or working in Adams and North Adams. Commissions will range from $300
to $1,000 and must include a compelling Internet experience or component. The
application deadline has been extended to June 1. See the Turbulence site for
more information.
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Adamses reunite!
Adams and North Adams rejoin Gallery 51 and online
By French Clements, Special to The Eagle
Article Last Updated: 05/09/2008 05:06:53 PM EDT

Thursday, May 08

ADAMS and NORTH ADAMS — As of 1778,
Massachusetts had only one settlement named
Adams, with a south part and a north. A century
later, residents passed a measure to split the town
formally and create North Adams. This summer, the
communities will reconnect — with a little help from
their residents, a buoyant arts scene and the
Internet.
Thursday, July 10, marks the opening of an unusual
art exhibit titled "Lumens," which will be shown at
three sites. Two are local but may involve some
travel: Greylock Arts on Summer Street in Adams
and the MCLA Gallery 51 Annex on Main Street in
North Adams. The third is worldwide but likely quite
accessible: www.turbulence.org, a pioneering venue
for Internet-based artwork.
On May 1, the exhibit's creators opened a call for
From left, artists Ven Voisey, Sean Riley
North Adams and Adams residents to lend a
and Matthew Belanger.
household lamp for the exhibit. They've asked that
each lamp come with a story — that is, with a
written account of the lamp's home life in the community. The idea is to fill the Gallery 51
Annex and Greylock Arts with as many lamps, and memories, as possible.
When "Lumens" launches
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July 10, people entering
Greylock Arts will activate
sensors that illuminate
lamps there and at the
Gallery 51 Annex to the
north; visitors to Gallery
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51 will do the same but to
the south. (Don't worry, the
lamps are to be fitted with
low-wattage bulbs, and
will be returned when the
show closes in October.)
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In addition, visitors to
turbulence.org will be able
to read the memories
attached to each lamp.
When Web users navigate
to a particular lamp in the
site's virtual galleries, its
corresponding lamp, in
one of two real-world
galleries, will light up.
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"Lumens" represents the collaboration of three Berkshire County artists: Sean Riley and
Ven Voisey, both of North Adams, and Matthew Belanger, of Adams. They worked in
tandem with Jonathan Secor, the director of MCLA Gallery 51, to make "Lumens" a reality.
Also advising the group on "Lumens" was Tom Igoe, a professor in New York University's
Interactive Telecommunications Program and an authority in Arduino, an electronic method
by which otherwise inanimate objects, such as lamps, are made interactive. (In a rare
opportunity, Igoe will give a free workshop in Arduino at Greylock Arts this June.)
The exhibit is part of a broader, long-term project, "Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the
Adamses." Turbulence.org, a partner in the project, is currently offering grants of $300 to
$1,000 to qualified area artists intent on creating work for the series; funding also comes
from the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts. Greylock Arts welcomes submissions
for the project; guidelines are available on the gallery's Web site.
A lumen is a unit for luminous flux, which measures the perceived power of light. (Note how
the measurement, like the exhibit, works to catalog our changeable perceptions.) Those
seeking broader context for "Lumens" may find an answer in the term "net art." The genre's
simple definition — art that exists only on the Internet — belies its complexity. Net art is as
complex as the world it describes. It can incorporate sampled violins, data sets,
expressionistic riots of color, the power of words, a barking dog, interactivity, silence and so
on. Net art also encompasses desktop software, networked installations and performances,
even e-mail. One popular recent work consisted of two computers sending automatic "outof-office" e-mail messages to each other. Each reply begat another, ad nauseum, at the
speed of the Internet.
Beyond a common basis in computer code, net art, as a medium, is nearly impossible to
pin down. Says Secor, "The Web allows all to apply, all to participate and all to view. Is
there something lost in not 'seeing' the art, hearing the art, feeling the art? I'm not sure."
The only certainty is that the concrete language of computers can express the
imagination's boundless realm as freely as paints and a brush.

Belanger, a freelance Web designer, lives with his partner, Marianne Petit, above Greylock
Arts, the gallery they founded a year ago. Much of Petit's net art — striking, nuanced
animations — is shown at www.mrpetit.com. (Galleries, through the democracy of the
Send us your community
Internet, are now wherever you can post them.) The couple met at NYU's Interactive
news » Email us
Telecommunications Program, where Belanger studied, and where Petit still teaches. Their
» Photo Gallery and
careers put them in frequent touch with the leaders of turbulence.org, Helen Thorington
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Last year, Thorington and Green approached the couple and offered funding for a project.
The group arrived at the idea for "(Re)Connecting the Adamses" after a single session
together, recalls Secor. "They came up to my house in Florida (Mass.), and we sat on the
porch and dreamed."
Belanger and Petit, working with Secor, then chose to bring in Riley, who is the gallery
manager for Gallery 51, and Voisey, who has shown work at the North Adams space.
Voisey doesn't define his work as net art. Nor does he adhere to any particular medium: "I
use whatever means appropriate for manifesting an idea. If a network is a useful tool, then
it comes into play."
He's posted portions of his portfolio on his beautifully rendered Web site, www.v---v.net.
The site includes extensive digital sounds and footage of his fascinating time-based
sculptures, as well as images of more traditional drawings.
It was Voisey, in conversation with Igoe and his fellow artists, who hit upon the idea of
using household lamps. (His initial plan was to animate the communities' street lamps.
Logistics nixed it.) To Belanger, "the lamps represent people, and turning them on
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represents a sort of creative spark."
But can lamps, however rigged up, really bridge 200 years of history? And what's the point,
anyway?
Belanger notes that the exhibit can apply to more recent events.
"After a tumultuous 2007" — with heaps of art controversy in northern Berkshire County —
"we hope this can help heal some of the scars." He went on: "Because Adams and North
Adams have faced a lot of the same challenges over time, and because they were once a
single settlement, they have more in common in not. They might be like sisters who have
grown apart, but they are still sisters nonetheless."

All of the interviews for this article were conducted electronically, mostly by instant
message. These new ways of communicating offer new possibilities and challenges, but
they share a basis in our humane connection — like net art. Voisey writes that he wants
people to find his work "really fun. And at the same time hopefully meaningful."
FC: how would you sum up that meaning?
v. v.: not sure it has words: but it has to do with who is here in these towns, making them
happen.
FC: making what happen — you mean giving the towns life?
v. v.: making the towns happen making them breathe, yeah life. and histories and
entanglements and separations and now, and then
Get involved ...
North Adams and Adams residents should visit www.greylockarts.org to download the
"Lend a Lamp" form. After selecting a lamp and writing down a memory, and filling out the
form, take all three to two locations:
MCLA Gallery 51, 51 Main St., North Adams, Monday-Sunday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Greylock Arts, 93 Summer St., Adams, Monday-Sunday; call (413) 241-8692 prior to
delivery.
Artists interested in guidelines for submitting work to "Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting
the Adamses" should contact Greylock Arts at info@greylockarts.net, or go to
www.turbulence.org/networkedrealities.
Ven Voisey: www.v---v.net
Sean Riley: www.polaresolare.net
Marianne Peit: www.mrpetit.com
Matthew Belanger: www.matthewbelanger.com
Greylock Arts: www.greylockarts.net
MCLA Gallery 51: www.mcla.edu/gallery51
Turbulence.org: www.turbulence.org
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Art venture connects North Adams, Adams
By Jennifer Huberdeau, North Adams Transcript
Article Launched: 05/06/2008 10:28:38 AM EDT

Tuesday, May 6

NORTH ADAMS -- North Adams and Adams are being reunited through an art
collaboration aimed at reconnecting the two entities through physical spaces and the
Internet.
"Networked Realities: (Re)Connecting the Adamses" is a joint venture by MCLA Gallery 51,
Greylock Arts in Adams and Turbulence.org, a virtual gallery that commissions Internet art.
The series kicks off with "Lumens," an exhibition by artists Ven Voisey, Sean Riley and
Matthew Belanger.
Lumens, which will run from July through October, is envisioned as a three-pronged project,
connecting lamps in the MCLA Gallery 51 annex at the former Sports Corner store on Main
Street, with matching clusters of lamps at Greylock Arts on Summer Street in Adams. The
lamps, which the group is hoping to borrow from residents of the city and Adams, also will
be connected to an Internet gallery.
Belanger, co-owner of Greylock Arts, said the work will have clusters of lamps in each
space that will light as a person approaches.
"It will then activate a corresponding cluster in the other space," he said. "So someone can
be in the gallery in North Adams, and a cluster on the other end of the room will light up.
They'll
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online at that same
moment."
The lights will also dim
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moving through a body of
water," Voisey said. "The
idea is that this is a very
small community, and it is
particularly evident that
people really influence
what goes on in this area."
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explore the ripple effect.
"Initially we began with the idea of using street lamps -- when people would walk down the
street the lamps would respond to movement of the individuals," she said.
As the idea grew, the group also wanted to incorporate the shared history of the two
municipalities.
"We visited a few historic sites that they share a history with, and then researched the
archives at the library, really exploring the old newspapers and reading about what was
going on during the period of separation," Belanger said.
Voisey added, "We are very interested in incorporating the community, digging through
history to see how we got to where we are now. We don't want it to be heavy-handed, it's
not necessarily a history lesson."
So the idea developed further, incorporating both the historical data and the personal
stories behind each of the lamps.
"We're hoping people will share their stories when they lend us the lamps," Belanger said.
"Perhaps a lamp is important because it's the lamp you're grandmother used when she
read to you at night, or it was a gift from someone special. Items have special significance
and hold their own histories."
He added, "We want this exhibit to work on many levels -- you can just walk through it, or
you can dig a little deeper by reading the history and visiting the site online."
Petit said the project began about a year ago, when Helen Thorington and Jo-Anne Green,
co-directors of Turbulence were on their way to a show at Mass MoCA.
"They really wanted to do something with the area," she said. "They approached us with the
idea and we approached Jonathon Secor with the proposal to connect the virtual and
physical spaces."
Secor, director of special projects at MCLA, said the proposal caught his interest because it
wasn't a fully-formed idea.
"All too often people approach you with a specific idea," he said. "Usually they'll have a
specific project and artists in mind. Not only were we able to develop the idea, which
required an online component, but we were also able to choose the artists. They were also
providing the funding."
Belanger was already on board with the project when Riley and Voisey were contacted.
"I received from Marianne during the Fall Foliage Parade," Voisey said. "I was like I'm in."
Now, they're just hoping the community will pitch in, lending lamps and the corresponding
histories.
"All of the lamps will be taken care of and returned in their original condition," Belanger
said. "We're supplying the bulbs -- low wattage incandescent."
Lamps are being collected at two locations. In North Adams, lamps can be dropped off at
Gallery 51, 51 Main St., from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. In Adams, lamps can be brought to
Greylock Arts, 93 Summer St., however, donors should call 413-241-8692 prior to delivery.
As part of "Networked Real-ities," Turbulence is offering commissions to artists living or
working in Adams and North Adams. Commissions will range from $300 to $1,000 and
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must include a compelling Internet experience or component. The application deadline has
been extended to June 1. For more information or an application, visit turbulence.org/
networkedrealities.
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Down Street Art celebration scheduled for four months
By Scott Stafford, Berkshire Eagle Staff
Article Last Updated: 06/10/2008 07:58:43 AM EDT

Tuesday, June 10
NORTH ADAMS — Several segments of the community are working together to
create and capitalize on a four-month art celebration to promote the city as a
destination and improve the downtown economy.
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Click photo to enlarge

Part of the celebration will include the opening of four new art galleries in
unoccupied retail spaces donated to the cause by Scarafoni and Associates.
A poster map and brochure were designed and produced to help market the
celebration. They list all the art galleries in North Adams this summer and will
be distributed to tourist centers, stores, hotels and art galleries throughout the
area.

(From the last 12 hours)

1. Family seeks $1.5 million
2. Lowe's sets timetable
3. Man killed on turnpike
4. Tornado watch for Berkshire County
5. Man identified in fatal Stockbridge crash

Jonathan Secor, director of special programs at MCLA, presented the idea to
North Adams Mayor John Barrett III several weeks ago.
"When Jonathan broached the subject, I was all over it like a cheap suit,"
Barrett said during an announcement of the Down Street Art project yesterday
afternoon in MCLA's Gallery 51. "I think we're going to see a lot more people in
our downtown this summer."
One new gallery will be operated by Mass MoCA, another by the North Adams Artist Cooperative, a third by artist Jarvis
Rockwell and a fourth by MCLA Gallery 51, Greylock Arts and Turbulence.
Other galleries promoted as part of Down Street Art include the Brill Gallery, Eclipse Mill Gallery, River Hill Pottery,
Kolok Gallery, Art Space, Widgitz, North Adams Antiques & Gallery, MCLA Gallery 51, Suncatcher Glass, Hudsons,
Eric
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Rudd's large-scale art installation called A Chapel for
Humanity, and Mass MoCA.
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The four new galleries are:
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Maya III, 73 Main St., which will feature a third
incarnation of Jarvis Rockwell's translation of ancient
Hindu pyramids with a 9-foot-tall stepped pyramid
lined with toys, action figures and dolls. He also will be
there this summer creating an original wall drawing.
North Adams Artists' Cooperative Gallery, 107 Main
St., which will features local artists working in a variety
of media, including painting, photography, ceramics,
sculpture, textiles and hand-blown glass.
Primary Secondary Volumes 1 & 2, 28 Holden St.,
which will feature the work of artists currently
employed at Mass MoCA to create the conceptual Sol
Lewitt paintings at the upcoming Lewitt Gallery. These
artists have works of their own that will be featured on
Holden Street in two editions — the first from June 26 to July 25, and the second from July 31 to Aug. 29.
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Lumens, 61 Main St., which will be an interactive installation in three locations — the North Adams space, in
Greylock Arts on Summer Street in Adams and on the Internet at turbulence.org. The installation will consist of dozens
of donated household lamps. Through a complex series of proximity sensors, a group of lights will come on as a visitor
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approaches, as will some of the lamps in the Adams gallery, and vice versa. Many of the lamps have stories behind
them on the Turbulence Web site, and when someone is reading the story on the Web, that lamp will illuminate in the
gallery. Lumens will open July 10.
According to David Carver, a managing partner for Scarafoni & Associates, the four donated spaces will result in
complete occupation of all the retail spaces downtown.
"Ultimately, it's good for business," Carver said. "Art is the vehicle for economic development. And, hopefully, there's a
chance we'll be able to land an art-related business in one of these spaces, or someone who sees how much is
happening will want to locate their business here."
To reach Scott Stafford: sstafford@berkshireeagle.com, or (413) 664-4995.
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Tuesday, June 10
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NORTH ADAMS -- As gas prices skyrocket and
vacations are being planned closer to home, the
city and several local organizations are hoping to
create the "critical mass" needed to draw tourists
into the downtown with the launch of a new arts
initiative that includes the opening of four new
galleries.
"These new spaces are about creating critical
mass," Jonathon Secor, director of special projects
at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts said
Monday at the kick-off of DownStreet Art. "It's a
celebration of art in North Adams. It's about the
economy. It's about getting people into the
downtown and into the stores shopping."
DownStreet Art is a collaboration of the city, MCLA,
the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art,
the Northern Berkshire Community Coalition and
Scarafoni Realty, which is donating empty
storefronts on Main and Holden streets. The four galleries will include works from Jarvis
Rockwell, the North Adams Artists' Cooperative, the artist's preparing the Sol LeWitt
galleries at Mass MoCA and the installation Lumens: Reconnecting the Adams(es).
"When Jonathon Secor came to me and broached the subject of a project like this, I was
all over it like a

Advertisement

Communities
Adams/Cheshire

http://www.thetranscript.com/headlines/ci_9539366

cheap suit," Mayor John
Barrett III said. "When I go
to places to talk about
integrating arts into the
community, this is what I
talk about. I've been to
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Virginia four times in the
last six months to talk
about art as an economic
catalyst. It just doesn't
happen by itself -- it's
certainly a cooperative
effort."
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In addition to the four
galleries, the initiative is
also launching an art
gallery map that includes
the location of 18 galleries
and museums in the
downtown.
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S. Vermont Adventures been in existence for a while -- some of them have been hidden from the public," Secor
said. "These maps will be given out at Mass MoCA, the Holiday Inn, the Porches inn, Jae's
Inn, Taylor's Within the next few weeks anyone coming to the area for visual arts and
anyone who's come to the area not knowing they're here for the visual arts will have this
Autos
map to guide them."
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Diane Sullivan, of the North Adams Artists' Cooperative Gallery at 107 Main St., said about
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works over the course of the summer and fall.
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"We will feature two to three artists every three weeks," she said. "A lot of artists are taking
a financial risk and investing sweat equity into making this gallery a beautiful and
welcoming space. Artists usually work alone, so it's nice for us to come together and find
out what others are creating. We plan to have a few artist talks in the space as well."
Artist Jarvis Rockwell, son of illustrator Norman Rockwell and North Adams resident, will
create, Maya III, an 11-foot long and 9-foot tall step-pyramid lined with thousands of action
figures and furniture in various positions.
"It's really different each time it is set up," Rockwell said of the piece, which was originally
shown at Mass MoCA in 2002. A second pyramid, Maya II, exists in Scottsdale, Ariz.
The pyramids were inspired by a trip to Madras/Chennai in India, where iconic statues lined
the tops of shrines, Sean Riley, manager of Gallery 51, explained during the launch.
"Essentially, people play with toys, which are just symbols," Rockwell said. "An action figure
of Stallone is not Stallone himself. It's just an interpretation of him - just like Batman. They
keep making versions of the character, but change him each time.
"Action figures are very much like the figures in churches -- they are interpreted by the time
and place they are in. They change with time. The nice thing about action figures are that
they're something you can believe in without having to wholly invest yourself."
Primary Secondary Volumes 1 & 2, a gallery featuring the work of the artists creating the
Sol LeWitt retrospective at MoCA, will open at 28 Holden St. and will host two separate
shows of work.
"In March the area was flooded with 24 new artists, who during the day are working of
creating the retrospective," Denise Markonish, curator at MoCA, said. "When we realized
we would have the opportunity to use this space, I thought it was a perfect opportunity for
these apprentices and interns to show off their own work. They are often cast in the
shadow of Sol's work."
Each of the two shows will feature 10 artists. The first show will run June 26 through July
30, with the second show kicking off July 31 and ending in October.
The fourth gallery at 61 Main St. will feature Lumens, a joint exhibit between MCLA Gallery
51, Greylock Arts in Adams and Turbulance.org. The exhibit, which interlocks the Main
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Street gallery with the Greylock Arts gallery at 93 Summer St., Adams, and an online
gallery, will utilize lamps and proximity meters to connect people moving in the two galleries
with one another.
Lumens will open July 10 in both Adams and North Adams, but will offer demonstrations at
the Main Street gallery on June 26. Gallery 51 will also open a new show on June 26.
Jessica Conzo, program coordinator of the Berkshire Cultural Resource Center and cochairwoman of the North Adams Open Studios committee, said the galleries, which use
space utilized by the October event, shouldn't have a huge impact on the group show.
"We've been securing other spaces in the downtown, at Heritage State Park, and available
spaces in the mills," she said. "I think this will be a nice compliment to Open Studios. We've
done really well with registrants so far, and we haven't heard of anyone not signing up
because these spaces won't be available."
Secor said the four galleries would be integrated into the weekend arts festival.
For more information about DownStreet Art or to view a printable arts map, visit www.down
streetart.org.
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Wednesday, July 9
Using LED's, batteries and simple electronics, children and their parents
participated in an illuminated art workshop at Kidspace at Mass MoCA Tuesday
morning. This piece was made by Chris Doubiago, 10, of Adams.
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By Charles Bonenti
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Sunday, August 10
Through last week's rain, I saw light in North Adams. Or I should say — lumens.

501 public employees get take-home vehicles

Lumens are measurements of the perceived power of light.

Most Viewed

"Lumens" is also the name of an exhibition about lights — and about connections — at the MCLA Gallery 51 Annex on
Main Street, at Greylock Arts in Adams and online at Turbulence.org.

(From the last 12 hours)

Most Emailed

1. More Catholic churches to close
On view throught Oct. 31, it's one of the most inventive shows around this summer.
MCLA Gallery 51 is the storefront artspace at 51 Main St. supported by Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts as an
adjunct to its arts-studies program. The annex a few doors down, is a new temporary space turned over to the three
local artists who designed "Lumens."

2. More church closings in county, region
3. Jewelry store has some stories to tell
4. 501 public employees get take-home vehicles
5. Dispute turns ugly

Like the "MySpace Show" mounted at Gallery 51 last December, it spans of real and virtual space. This way of
showing art is something we are going to see a lot more of in the future
Unlike the MySpace Show, which showcased Gallery 51's MySpace friends, 'Lumens" reaches out into the North
Berkshire community.
When you go through it, you actually feel a real time and a nostalgic connection with people living here. That feeling is
conveyed by, of all things, a display of table and floor lamps.
In putting the show together, artists Matthew Belanger, Sean Riley and Ven Voisey put out a call last May to borrow
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In putting the show together, artists Matthew Belanger, Sean Riley and Ven Voisey put out a call last May to borrow
lamps from homes and businesses around North Berkshire. They took in about 150.
They

RENTALS STUFF AUTOS JOBS

also collected the owners' stories about the lamps and
posted them, along with schematic images of each
lamp, as a virtual gallery on turbulence.org.

Advertisement

You can see that gallery as you read this column by
going to
www.turbulence.org/works/newadams/lumens.
Working with Tom Igoe, a professor of interactive
telecommunication at New York University, the artists
devised a way, using sensors, to make the lamps in
the galleries light up when visitors physically approach
them or read about them online.
The idea, Voisey said in a statement when the show
opened July 10, was to explore the metaphorical links
between Adams and North Adams and the personal
histories that make them what they are.
Put another way, the objects say something about the
tastes and values of the people who make up these
two towns
The installation in the annex — the vacant Sports
Corner storefront — is deceptively ordinary. The lamps, which look like junk shop finds, are arrayed on the floor in the
darkened showroom. A center aisle leads a visitor to a computer monitor at the back of the room.
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That's it: No labels, no wall texts. You may not even believe you're in an art show.
But then, one or a few lamps will glow briefly because you've approached it, or a visitor in Adams has approached a
corresponding lamp cluster there (both shows are similarly laid out) or because someone, anywhere in the world, is
reading about that particular lamp online.
Even if you can't see or hear them, you "feel" the presence of other people through these brief illuminations in a
ghostly, but oddly reassuring way.
At the computer monitor, it's easy to scroll through the schematic lamp images and read what the owners had to say
about them.
Mostly, the stories are ordinary ones, written anonymously by ordinary people about these ordinary household objects
— a first apartment lamp, a cast-off from in-laws, a tag-sale find. But some are touchingly thoughtful or sentimental.
And the stories invest the lamps with value beyond any monetary or artistic worth.
Maybe that's why so many of us are drawn to antiques — as much for their real or imagined pedigrees and for the way
the look or the purpose they serve.
I could have spent an afternoon researching each of the lamps I saw.
The show is not without its flaws
Technology can be balky (Isn't it always?). The lamps sometimes don't light up when they're supposed to; the "lumens"
page on the turbulence.org Web site was down when I checked as I wrote this last week; and numbers of the
schematics I looked at online are still awaiting write-ups a month after the show opened.
Then the oddest-looking lamps seem to have been loaned mostly by collectors, or else adapted by artists. And that
strikes a false — or maybe just out-of-tune — note.
Unlike the lamps given by ordinary homeowners, these objects have no "family history," no genuine connection to the
domestic life of the community. They were, instead, purchased or invented in the moment as objects of visual or
cultural interest.
Finally, a small but needless inconvenience: The computer screen at Gallery 51 faces the display of lamps, putting
them behind the viewer's back. I had to turn around each time I wanted to compare an image on the screen with a lamp
on the floor.
Despite these faults, "Lumens" manages to stretch our thinking about art and the nature of exhibitions. And that is, well
... illuminating.
Charles Bonenti can be reached at (413) 496-6211 or cbonenti@berkshireeagle.com
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"Untitled (Telephone Wires) Hanoi, Vietnam," one of the photographs in Sean Keenan's "Southeast Asia
Series."
By Cate McQuaid
Globe Correspondent / August 20, 2008
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Photographer Sean Keenan got his start shooting skateboarders, so it's his habit
to stay low to the ground and point his camera up. Not all his photographs of
Cambodia, Vietnam, and Thailand, now at Judi Rotenberg Gallery, look
skyward, but the best of them do, homing in on details most of us would ignore
and capturing the unnoticed with long exposures and a narrowly focused lens.

Sean Keenan: Southeast Asia
Series
Nicole Kita: The Sickness Vocation
At: Judi Rotenberg Gallery, 130
Newbury St., through Aug. 31.
617-421-1518,
www.judirotenberg.com
Lumens

I tend to be suspicious of travel photos, which
can depict gorgeous, unfamiliar settings without
being good photography. But Keenan is an
urban photographer, not a travel photographer.
He's less interested in the culture than he is in
the DNA of a city, such as the crisscrossing of
cables around a utility pole in "Untitled
(Telephone Wires) Hanoi, Vietnam."

At: Greylock Arts, 93 Summer St.,
Adams, 413-241-8692, and MCLA
It's a sight you might take for granted in any
Gallery 51 Annex, 65 Main St.,
populated area, only this thicket of wires is
North Adams, 413-664-8718,
denser than any I've ever seen. With the
through Oct. 31.
www.turbulence.org/works/newadams/lumens
surroundings blurring and the sky black in the
Taryn Wells: There Are No Others
Around Me
At: Brookline Arts Center, 86
Monmouth St., Brookline, through
Aug. 29. 617-566-5715,
www.brooklineartscenter.com
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distance, the crisp, ugly nexus of cables pops
against the balcony beyond.
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There's something almost gothic about "Untitled
(Purple Window) Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam."
The titular window is one of six on walls so

1. Cancer blogs become part of treatment
2. The myth of the white minority
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The titular window is one of six on walls so
worn with age they're lovely maps of tone and texture. The largest is streaked
and shadowy, a second looks stripped and abraded, and one in the foreground
runs with rust. Together they read like an abstract painter's dream, neatly
offered up by a photographer of Vietnamese buildings.
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3. Sex and the semicolon
4. Hole in the funding
5. Failed venture follows anti-Obama author
6. MBTA admits ticket not secure
7. Frugally wed
SEE FULL LIST

Also at Rotenberg, artist Nicole Kita, who just got her masters from the School
of the Museum of Fine Arts, offers a spare drawing installation that sports fine
technique but doesn't come together conceptually. Focusing on types of healing,
she has covered a wall in vinyl tape with a snowflake-like pattern borrowed
from hospital johnnies, along with two taped images of crystals.
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She also has small, spare graphite drawings of crystals, along with images of
herself performing a Jazzercise routine and donning a bearskin, perhaps like a
shaman. In one comical image, Pope John Paul II wears an African headdress.
These don't add up; against the larger backdrop of the hospital gown pattern,
they read like Band-Aids. It's not clear whether Kita is summoning the powers
of alternative methods of healing (including religious faith), or questioning
them.
Most illuminating
I don't know any community more engaged in the projects of local artists than
North Adams, thanks to outreach pioneered by Mass MoCA before that
museum opened in 1999. For the sweetly effective "Lumens," artists Matthew
Belanger, Sean Riley, and Ven Voisey solicited lamps from residents of North
Adams and nearby Adams, and the story behind each lamp.
"Lumens" is a magical interactive light installation in galleries in both cities,
with a Web component at www.turbulence.org. I visited the project at MCLA
Gallery 51 Annex in North Adams on a gray day last week, and as I walked
through the space, the lamps lit and dimmed; light rippled around me as water
might if I'd been wading in a pond. Belanger told me that at Greylock Arts in
Adams, lamps linked to those in North Adams turned on and off synchronously
with those sparked by my movement.
Part of the charm is in the range of lamps - many are homey table lamps;
others are handmade and bizarre, such as a toy rattlesnake with a bulb in its
mouth. On the website, you can click on the image of a lamp and read its story.
The tales range from heartfelt to quirky to factual; they read like the voices of a
community. When you click on a lamp, it will flicker on in the Berkshires.
"Lumens" suggests we're all connected, and that's a reassuring notion, even
expressed in the light of energy-burning incandescent bulbs.
A portrait of the artist
"There Are No Others Around Me" is the title of Taryn Wells's drawing show at
the Brookline Arts Center, and it takes a much lonelier view than "Lumens."
Wells has remarkable skill with graphite, and her self-portraits are
confrontational. In them, she grapples with race.
If the exhibit is autobiographical, it suggests that she's the daughter of a black
father and a white mother; there's a rendering of a wedding snapshot, and
beneath it a drawing of a photo of Wells as a girl, smiling, with her mother's
blond hair and her father's full lips. Alongside the wedding shot, she has a list
titled "Marriage - Fit and Unfit," with equations from "Pure + Pure" to "Tainted
+ Abnormal," and the types of children, from pure to abnormal, they might
produce.
In "The Clown," she portrays herself in makeup, darkening her face. In "SelfHatred," she draws herself twice, as a cowboy and as an Indian. In "The Other:
People Beyond Definition," she writes out a dictionary entry on "other" and
inserts her own picture to illustrate. Despite Wells's assured hand, the work is
claustrophobic; it ultimately says as much about how the artist feels about
herself as it says about racism.
© Copyright 2008 Globe Newspaper Company.
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Sites We Love: Recollecting Adams
Friday, April 10th, 2009
By Jessica Naudziunas

« Call for Submissions: Americans Talk About Love

Between Tweets, Facebook wall posts, up to the minute news headlines
in your inbox, and email replies that need to be sent NOW, the past is becoming more difficult to care about… not to mention finding time to talk
about yesteryear with those we spent it with. The oral history-cum-visual
storytelling site Recollecting Adams provides an old fashioned cure-all for
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most people these days; vacationing nine miles away to spend summer
months at a swimming hole, remembering their grandparents’ quirks,
and a tale of first kiss turned marriage vows.
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hole, remembering their grandparents’ quirks, and a tale of first kiss turned marriage vows.
Program. In Adams, Petit lives out her joyfully creative side co-running
Greylock Arts, an arts organization and exhibition space. Right now, Petit’s time is divided again between the present day and the storied history
of the town of Adams and it’s dyed-in-the-wool Adamses.

Recollecting Adams was commissioned by the interactive art technology project, Networked Realities.

